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FALL ~ A time for Family Fun!
Fall is a wonderful time of year!!!
The weather is cool and
comfortable, and there are many
activities that are fun for the
entire family!
Locally, there are a number of
activities that can be found
throughout the area. Be sure to
check out any local Fall Festivals!
Here is a list of some fun lowcost, family-friendly activities:

• Do some baking
• Enjoy a campfire
• Drink apple cider
• Pick, dry and iron leaves
• Go apple picking
• Make a scarecrow
• Read a good book
• Make a big pot of chili

• Go on a hayride
• Jump in a pile of leaves
• Make preserves
• Visit a pumpkin patch
• Play flag football

For more ideas, and to add a
local flavor, please visit:
http://www.unioncountychambe
r.org/frontpage/things-to-do

Regardless of what your chosen
activity or hobby, remember to
take the time to spend with those
you love!
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Water News
The Island City Public Works
Department will once again conduct the
Fall fire hydrant testing and
maintenance from October 12 to
October 30, 2020. This is necessary to
ensure adequate water volume and
pressure for fire suppression, to ensure
fire hydrants are functioning properly, to
rid the city’s water distribution system of
accumulations of sediment, and to
detect any potential problems with the
water system.
If you should detect any discoloration or
sediment, let an outside faucet or coldwater bathtub faucet run until the
discoloration clears. When clearing your
lines, it is a good idea to remove the
aerators from your faucets prior to
running the water to prevent them from
clogging and reducing water pressure.
PLEASE check for water discoloration
prior to washing clothes. The entire
system will be flushed and the
discoloration should only last a short

time. We are sorry for the
inconvenience, but hydrant flushing
must be performed twice a year. BE
SURE TO MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! If
you should detect any problem with
water quality, please call the City Office
at 541-963-5017.
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The FINAL meter
readings of the year
will be taken by
September 18, so you
may winterize your
meter. You can
winterize your meter
by placing a piece of
insulation on top of
the meter inside the
meter box. An old
coat or blanket will
also work. Please do
NOT place any loose
material, such as
wood chips, leaves, or
packing material in
the boxes because it is difficult to
remove this type of material in the
spring. If you have a touch-read meter,
please be careful not to disturb the wire
that connects the meter to the reader.
New meter installations will have the
insulation in place, so it is not necessary
to add any insulation.

Weather Reminders…..
If the temperature drops below 25
degrees during the fall and winter
months, please LET YOUR WATER RUN
to keep you water pipes and meter from
freezing! This is a great help to the City
and you will not be charged for the extra
water used for this purpose. If you
experience problems, please call the City
Office for assistance.

your system tested, you or your certified
backflow tester must file the results with
the City of Island City. They may be
dropped off at the City Hall office
anytime during business hours. Thank
you for completing your tests in a timely
fashion.

Many home and business irrigation
systems perform their State of Oregon
required annual backflow device tests
during the fall months. You are required
to have double-check backflow device
placed on the sprinkler system and it
must be tested annually to make sure it
is working properly. Once you have had

The restroom facilities at Fred Beeman
Neighborhood Park have no heating
system, so the restrooms will be closed
and winterized on October 1, 2020. The
facility will hopefully reopen on April 1,
2021.
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News from the La Grande Rural Fire Protection District
It’s that time of year again to check
your smoke detector batteries! We
encourage everyone to remember,
when you change your clocks this
fall, change the batteries in all your
smoke detectors. A properly
working smoke detector can save
lives!!
This is also the time of year to have
your furnace serviced and chimney
cleaned. Get your chimney cleaned
by a qualified person to reduce the
risk of a chimney fire. Also
remember to burn seasoned wood.
This will reduce the build-up in your
chimney.

Make an escape plan for your home, and
practice this each month.

Having an efficient running furnace
will do wonders for your home this
winter! For those with gas furnaces,
yearly inspections are always a good
idea, and remember to have the
filters changed on all furnaces.

FIRE PREVENTION
WEEK

Don’t let this happen to you! Keep your
smoke alarms in proper working order
FAST FACTS
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The average number of people who die
in home fires in the US each day

October 4-10, 2020 is National Fire
Prevention Week. This year’s theme
is: “Keep your family safe with a
working smoke alarm in every
bedroom”. Here are some
interesting statistics:
• Having a working smoke alarm in
the home cuts the risk of dying in a
fire in half.
• On average each year, 3 out of 5
home fire deaths result in fires where
there are either no smoke alarms or
no working smoke alarms
• In one quarter of the home fire
deaths, smoke alarms were present
but did not sound.
• Roughly ½ of home fire deaths

result from fires reported between
11pm and 7am, when most people
are asleep
The National Fire Protection
Association recommends the
following:
• Installing smoke alarms inside
every bedroom, outside each
sleeping area and on every level of
the home, including the basement
• Testing all smoke alarms every
month by using the test button.
• Replacing all smoke alarms every
10 years or sooner if they don’t
respond properly when tested.
According to Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s
vice president of Outreach and
Advocacy, “Nearly 3,000 people
continue to die in fires each year,
with most of those deaths occurring
in homes. The vast majority of home
fire deaths are preventable, and
working smoke alarms play a big role
in helping reduce those numbers.”

For more information, please
contact Craig Kretschmer, Fire Chief
for the La Grande Rural Fire
Protection District, at 541-963-6895.
There is also a large amount of
information online at www.fpw.org
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Cooler temperatures and falling
leaves reminds us that fall is right
around the corner. The following are
tips to getting your home ready for
cooler weather.

Interior Maintenance
1.
2.
3.
4.

Check your home for drafts.
Have your furnace inspected
Winterize air conditioner
Get a programmable
thermostat
5. Test your safety devices
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1. Do a roof check
2. Check the chimney and
fireplace
3. Inspect siding
4. Clean the gutters
5. Check water drainage
6. Reinforce windows and
doors
7. Turn off faucets and store
hoses
8. Service sprinklers and
irrigation system

prepared for the fall season will
save you money on expensive
emergency repairs and wasted
energy costs.
For these and more tips for
preparing your home for the
coming months, please visit
http://www.lifehack.org/articles/li
festyle/30-smart-tips-to-getyour-home-ready-for-fall.html

In the Garage
1. Store summer vehicles
2. Get winter equipment ready
3. Test the generator
All traffic on streets surrounding the

SCHOOL ZONE SPEEDS
School is now in session, and with that
comes more traffic in the morning and
afternoons. Please be aware that there
are many children that walk to and from
school each day.
It is good to remember that our city
“houses” an Elementary School, so the
children around are young.

school should
observe a school
zone speed of 20
mph, or less, even if
it is not posted, as a
safety precaution.

Please help us
make the
“commute” for
our children
SAFE.
SCHOOL ZONE ACCIDENT STATISTICS
• 2/3 of children vs. car injuries occur in
clear, sunny conditions. 80% occur in
daylight.
• When children are struck, ¼ of vehicles
are turning and ¾ are going straight

Exterior Maintenance

Taking the time
to make sure that
your home is

• Parents routinely have unrealistic
expectations of their children’s ability to
negotiate traffic.
• A child struck by a car going 30-35mph,
only has a 55% survival rate
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The City of Island City is working
to get our web page revised and
reconstructed so that it is most
helpful to the residents.
Please be patient with us as we
are trying to get everything
completed so you can have
everything Island City in one
place.
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We will have all Council
information listed soon, which
will include the current Council
Meeting information Packet. This
will help you know what the
Council is discussing at their
meetings.

Currently, you can pay your bill
with online at the website, and
we will be working to get a link so
you can get your up-to-date
account information there as
well.

Please continue to “stop by” the
website to see the progress.
If you have any questions about the
website, please feel free to contact
the City Offices at 541.963.5017.

The City of Island City would like to
extend a HUGE thank you to our
Public Works Staff! They have been
working extra hard this year to keep
the City’s water system up and
running.

That’s right! Halloween is just
around the corner… If you choose to
observe this fun day, please be sure
to send your kids out with glow
sticks and reflective bags this year! If
you are going to be driving around
with your little ghost or goblin, be
sure to travel slowly!! Let’s keep our
kids safe while they are out trick-ortreating!!
There are a number of Halloween
Trick-or-Treat alternatives going on
in our valley. Be sure to check them
out!

All 3 Public Works Employees have
stepped up and have helped keep
the City running efficiently during
this pandemic. If you see them out
and about the City, please be sure to
give them a “Thank You!”
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The City Council of Island City meets
every second Monday of the month
at 7pm in the City Hall meeting
room. These meetings are open to
the public, and the Council always
enjoys seeing the public that they
were elected to represent.

Daylight Savings is the practice of
advancing our clocks during the
lighter months so that evenings have
more daylight and mornings have
less. Typically clocks are adjusted
forward one hour near the start of
spring and are adjusted backward in
the autumn.
Starting in 2007, most of the United
States and Canada observe DST
(daylight savings time) from the
second Sunday in March to the first
Sunday in November, almost twothirds of the year.
Daylight Savings time is coming to
an end! Mark your Calendars for
November 1, 2020, as this is the date
that you will need to change your
clocks back to standard time.

The Soroptimist International of La
Grande will be collecting donations
for their Boots and Socks
Distribution. They partner with the
La Grande Lion’s Club Coats for Kids
each year, to bring warm winter
clothing to the families of Union
County.
There will be donation boxes placed
at the banks and schools soon.
Practical donations include, gently
used boots, shoes, stocking hats,
scarves, gloves. Socks are a great
donation, only if they are gently
used, or brand new. If you have
donations, please feel free to contact
Edna Henderson at 541-975-3048.

If you would like to present anything
to the Councilors at a meeting,
please contact City Hall at least 1
week prior to the meeting, so that
you can be placed on the agenda. If
you have materials that you would
like the Council to review, please
bring those items into the City Hall,
so that the Councilors will receive
them prior to the meeting.
Please mark your calendars and plan
on attending a meeting or two. This
is a wonderful way for you to
become active in our community and
to be informed of the goings on in
Island City.

“In the garden, Autumn is, indeed the crowning glory of the year, bringing us the fruition of months of thought
and care and toil. And at no season, safe perhaps in Daffodil time, do we get such superb colour effects as from
August to November.”
~Rose G. Kingsle, The Autumn Garden, 1905

